RUSSIAN PALACES.
.It will be gathered from the remarks made in a previous article (page 103, vol. V.) that our impressions of Russia were rudely upset on entering St. Petersburg. Indeed, the more we became acquainted with the condition of the business and the character and number of the palaces, both imperial and private, the more we were impressed with the feeling that t her enough t to be no doubt as to the stability of Russia.
A careful inspection would go far to convince the most ?sceptical that the loot in the Palaces alone ought to be of sufficient value to redeem the National Debt. We spent quite half-an-hour in the study of Alexander II., which contains proof after proof of his practical sympathy with the sufferings of his people, of his genuine interest in art and literature, as well as in military matters, and bears eloquent testimony to the keen interest which he took in the welfare, progress, and doings of his many relatives and f rien ds. Not the least touching of these evidences is the small marble bust of his tutor, seated in a chair, which the Emperor always kept on his writing-table beside him, that he might be reminded of one who had such a strong influence on his character and life. The books of devotion, too, which these monarchs used bear evidence that they were their constant solace and help throughout their lives. We venture to think that these rooms and their contents will be regarded by most English people as the most interesting of the many enlightening sights they will meet with in St. Petersburg.
Yet these sovereigns could display most regal state on occasion. This fact is forcibly brought home to the visitor when he enters the drawing-room of the Empress Alexandra, which is still preserved as it was at the time when the consort of Nicholas I. was wont to hold the most brilliant receptions in these elegant apartments. The ( To be continued. )
